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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEAUFH 


FOR  THE 

Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Crompton 

LANCASHIRE. 


For  the  Year  ending’  December  31st,  1937. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Crompton 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1937. 

I wish  to  express  my  thanks  both  to  Mr.  Milne  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  F.  Taylor)  for  their  assistance 
during  the  year. 

I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

K.  D.  Murchison, 


M.O.H. 
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GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

Housing. 

During^  1937  the  houses  completed  have  been  as  follows: — 

By  the  Council  (Housing  Act,  1936)  12 

By  Private  Enterprise  22 

34 

Including  the  above,  the  total  number  of  houses  erected 
since  the  survey  of  1919  is : — 


By  the  Council  (Housing  Act,  1919) 

...  80 

„ (Housing  Act,  1924) 

...  206 

„ (Housing  .Act,  1936) 

...  87 

373 

By  Private  Enter])rise  

...  227 

Total 

...  600 

The  work  in  connection  with  defective  property  under 
the  Housing  Act,  1936,  is  ])eing  carried  out  according  to 
schedule  as  arranged. 

101  additional  houses  were  reinspected  and  condemned. 
Approval  for  the  necessary  action  was  granted  by  the  Council. 

d'he  building  of  98  houses  is  in  progress,  12  of  which 
were  occupied  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


Overcrowding. 


The  object  of  the  Act  is  to  determine  to  what  extent  is 
ovci  crowding  lU'evalent  in  the  district,  and  ]ilaccs  the  onus 
on  both  the  owner  and  occupier  against  future  overcrowding. 
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'I'he  following'  shows  the  position  of  overcrowding  at 
the  end  of  1937 : — 


Upon  Survey 
1936  and  since 

Became 

uncrowded 

1936-7 

Total 

overcrowded 
at  end  of  1937 

Council  Houses 

21 

12 

9 

Condemned  Houses  ... 

7 

2 

5 

General  Overcrowding 

117 

46 

69 

143 

60 

83 

vSee  page  18  for  more  particulars. 


Relief  for  the  existing  overcrow'ding  will  be  met  by 
re-adjustments  of  families  and  by  future  building  of  houses 
if  necessary. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

1.  — K.  D.  Murchison,  D.vS.O.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part  Time). 

2.  — Frank  d'.wuoR,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Sanitary  Officer  (Whole 
'I'ime). 

Contribution  is  made  under  Public  Health  Acts  towards 
the  Salary  of  the  above. 


STATISTIC  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  CROMPTON. 

Area  in  Acres  (land  and  inland  water)  ...  ...  2,865 

Population  Census  1931,  14,750.  Estimated  1937  13,430 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1931  ...  ...  ...  3,985 

Number  of  Inhabited  Blouses,  end  of  1937...  ...  4,060 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers 

’ (Census  1931)  3,960 

Rateable  Value  £67,622.  Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 
£257. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 
OF  THE  YEAR. 


Total 

Male 

Female 

iirths 

Legitimate 

164 

84 

80 

Illegitimate 

4 

4 

— 

'I'otal 

168 

88 

80 

Birth  Rate  per  lOtXl  of  the  estimated  resident  population,  12.5. 

Total  Male  Female 

Still  Births  7 2 5 

Rate  per  1000  Total  (live  and  still)  Births,  40. 

'I'otal  Male  F'emale 

lT<iths  209  123  86 

Death  Kale  ])er  1000  ot  the  estimated  resident  population,  15.5 
Death  from  diseases  and  accidents  of 
inegnancy  and  childbirth 


I'rom  Sepsis 
,,  other  causes 


nil 

nil 
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Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age: — 

All  Infants  ])er  1000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ...  67 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births...  250 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

„ Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  nil 

„ Infantile  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ...  1 

„ Cancer  (all  ages)  27 

Vital  Statistics. 

Pkr  1000  OF  Population. 


i 

1 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Death 
Rate  f rom 
Tubercu- 
losis of 
Respira- 
tory 
System 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  1 
year  to 
1,000 
Births 

1 

Mean  of  5 years — 

1921—1925  

17.4 

14.2 

0.87 

106 

1922—1926  

15.6 

14.2 

0 83 

100 

1923—1927  

l.s.O 

13.5 

0.74 

89 

1924—1928  

14.4 

13.2 

0.75 

84 

1925—1929  

14  1 

13.8 

0.68 

88 

1926—1930  

13.4 

13  4 

0.55 

74 

1927—1931  

13.5 

13.3 

0.51 

67 

1928—1932  

12.8 

13.1 

0.58 

70 

1929—1933  

12.4 

13.6 

0.53 

69 

1930—1934  

, 11.8 

12.9 

0.51 

59 

1931—1935  

11.8 

13.2 

0.53 

62 

1932—1936  

11.4 

! 13.7 

0 52 

61 

Year 

1936  

1937  

11.3 

1 12.5 

1 15.0 

[ 15.5 

0.50 

0.59 

44 

71 

Increase  or  decrease  in  1937  on — 
Mean  of  5 vears  1932 — 19.16 

! 4-1.1 
j +1.2 

+ 1.8 

(0.07 

+ 10 

Previous  year 

j 4"  0.5 

+ 0.09 

j + ^7 

Annual  Rate  per 
1,000  Living 

Deaths 
under  1 year 
to 

Births 

Deaths 

1,000  Births 

Eng^Iand  and  Wales,  1937 

14.9 

12.4 

58 

Crompton,  1938... 

12.5 

15.5 

71 

1 
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Principal  Causes  of  Mortality. 


NAME  OF  DISEASE 

NO.  OK 

DEATHS 







1 

— 

Vv  nooi>inK  v^uu^u  

1 

12 

8 

27 

— 

1 



18 

34 

15 

22 

1 

13 

1 

A nnpnf11riti<;  

1 

Pirrlin<;ic:  nf  T.ivPr  

A 



Nppliriti<;  nnfl  Rrijjlit’s  T^ispasp 

3 

Piu^rpornl  Ppvcr  

1 )i';pa‘;ps  anH  Arrirlpnts  nf  l^artiintioii 

Congenital  Debility  and  Alalforniation  (including 

Pfpmatiirp  Rirtli) 

5 

Violent  Deaths  (excluding  Suicide) 

5 

Suicide  

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

42 

Total  from  all  causes 

209 
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SUMMARY  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS, 
HOSPITALS  AND  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS 
AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 


Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  GknivRal.  The  Crompton  Sick  Nursing  Association, 
which  is  supported  by  voluntary  contributions,  employ  two 
nurses.  'Phese  nurses  visit  non-infectious  cases  upon  the 
written  recpiest  of  the  medical  man  in  attendance.  For 
attendance  at  operations  a fee  is  charged  (usually  XI  Is.  Od.) 


Number  of  New  Cases  seen  during  the  year  1937 — 38 

„ Visits  paid 

„ Deaths  

„ Convalescents 

„ Operations  in  Patients’  T Tomes  ... 

„ Removals  to  I^Tospital 


157 

4750 

32 

85 

5 

25 


(b)  Infectious  Cases.  The  majority  of  Scarlet  Fever 
and  Diphtheria  cases  are  sent  to  hospital  at  the  expense  of 
the  Local  Authority.  If  efficient  isolation  can  be  obtained  in 
the  home,  the  case  is  nursed  there,  either  by  the  mother, 
relative  or  paid  help.  At  the  request  of  the  doctor  any 
infectious  case  is  sent  to  Hospital,  provided  there  is 
accommodation. 


Midwives. 


Two  Midwives  have  been  appointed  by  the  L.C.C.  under 
the  Midwives  Act. 
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LABORATORY  WORK. 


Bacteriological  Examinations. 


1.  By  the  Pul)lic  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester. 


Diphtheria 

Milk,  for  Bacteriological 


Positive 

2 


Nej^ative 


29 


Total 

31 


Count,  etc. 
Milk  (Bovine  T.B.) 


4 


29 


36 

33 


Total  ...  100 


Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  (5,000  units)  is  kept  at  the  Town 
Hall,  and  sup])lied  gratuitously  to  medical  men  upon  request. 


ACTS  IN  FORCE  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 


Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890.  Date  when  com- 
menced 12th  December,  1892. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (Parts  1,  2 and  3) 
Date  when  commenced  12th  December,  1892. 

Baths  and  Wash-house  Act,  1897.  Date  when  commenced 
8th  December,  1897. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907.  Date  when  commenced  9th 
January,  1909. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Sections  81,  84,  85, 
86,  90  and  91,  Parts  IP,  HI.  (except  clause  37),  IV.,  V., 
VI.,  and  Section  95  of  Part  X.  l^ate  when  commenced 
12th  May,  1909. 

The  Urban  District  of  Bredbury  and  Romiley,  etc.  (Measles 
and  German  Measles)  Regulations,  adopted  1920. 
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HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

Isolation  Hospitals. 

1.  — Chadderton,  Royton,  and  Crompton  (Joint)  Cinder 
ilill,  Chadderton.  For  Smallpox  only. 

2.  — Oldham  Corporation  Hospital,  Westhulme,  Oldham. 

3.  — Boundary  Park  Municipal  Hospital,  Oldham. 

Sanatoria  and  Tuberculosis  Hospitals. 

d'he  various  Sanatoria  and  Hospitals  under  the  Lancashire 
County  Ccnmcil  are  available  for  the  District  but  are  not 
provided  nor  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Hospitals. 

1.  — Oldham  Royal  Infirmary. 

2.  — Oldham  I’oor  Law  Hos[)ital. 

3.  — Several  Manchester  Hospitals. 

'I'here  is  no  institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  children,  and  homeless  children,  except  the  Old 
ham  Poor  Law  Hospital. 

'fhe  General  Superintendent  of  the  Oldham  Royal 
Infirmary  has  kindly  supplied  me  with  the  number  of  persons 
admitted  to  the  Institution  from  this  District  during  the  year 


1935 

1936 

1937 

Men 

67 

76 

61 

Women 

69 

80 

77 

Children 

39 

43 

46 

175 

199 

184 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  Ini-kctious  C.^sks.  Motor  Ambulance  from  West- 
hulme Hos])ital,  Oldham. 

(h)  OtiiivR  Casks.  Motor  .Ambulance  at  the  Fire  Station, 
Oldham. 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

There  is  a Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  (consul- 
tation) open  every  Tuesday,  from  2-0  p.m.  to  4-0  p.m.,  at  the 
East  Crompton  Church  Institute,  St.  James’  Street,  Shaw. 
A Clinic  and  Treatment  Centre  is  also  held  there. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER. 

The  water  supply  of  this  District  is  very  good,  and  is 
derived  from  the  Oldham  Corporation  Reservoirs. 

A few  farms  and  houses  in  the  outlying  districts  are 
supj)lied  from  wells  and  springs. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

There  is  no  serious  pollution  of  these  from  trade  efifluents. 
As  a result  of  extensive  sewering  and  draining  of  house 
property  during  the  ])ast  few  years,  very  little  pollution  takes 
place  from  this  source. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  Sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  Schools  is 
cpiite  satisfactory. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Except  in  remote  ])arts  of  the  District,  the  whole  of  the 
pail  closets  in  Crompton  have  been  converted  to  the  fresh 
water  closet  type. 

The  closet  accommodation  is  therefore  highly  satisfactory. 

SCAVENGING. 

All  household  refuse  is  collected  once  weekly  by  two 
motors  owned  by  the  Council  and  is  disposed  of  by  incineration 
at  the  Destructor. 

168  barrels  of  nightsoil  were  tipped  into  the  sewer  at 
Jubilee. 

REFUSE  DESTRUCTOR. 

The  plant  comprises  three  cells  made  by  Dawson  & 
Mansfield. 

3,994  loads  of  household  refuse  were  received  and  burned. 

A bailing  press  for  reducing  the  bulk  of  tins,  scrap  iron, 
etc.,  is  in  use. 

DISINFESTATION  AND  DISINFECTION. 

J'he  furniture  of  16  housing  tenants  was  subjected  to 
treatment  before  entry  into  the  new  Council  Houses.  This 
was  effected  by  spraying  with  insecticide  before  leaving  the 
house,  and  then  to  fumigation  whilst  in  the  removal  van  at 
the  Town  Hall  Yard. 

2 houses  were  treated  for  vermin  at  the  request  of  the 
owner  or  occupier ; a charge  being  made  in  each  case. 

37  houses  were  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease.  All 
bedding  and  infected  articles  were  subjected  to  steam  at  the 
Disinfecting  v^^tation  or  immersed  in  liquid  disinfectant. 
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STATEMENT  AS  TO  HOUSES  IN  THE  DISTRICT 
AND  THEIR  SANITARY  CONDITION. 

1937 


No.  of  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4135 

„ Factories,  Workshops,  Lock-up  Shops,  etc....  234 

„ Houses  without  back-door  ...  ...  ...  214 

,,  Houses  back-to-back  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

,,  Pail  Closets  ...  ...  ...  126 

„ Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4123 

,,  Waste  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  248 

,,  Open  Ashpits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

„ Ashbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3928 

„ Privies  (not  Privy  Middens)  ...  ...  ...  15 

„ Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

4 Houses  without  back  doors  were  demolished. 


2 Waste  Water  Closets  were  converted  into  Fresh  Water 
Closets. 

2 Pail  Closets  were  demolished. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


No.  of  Investigations  made  in  Notifiable  Infectious 

Disease 

„ Premises  inspected  on  complaint,  etc.  ... 

„ Inspections  of  Factories 
M „ „ Workshops  and  Bakehouses 

„ „ ,,  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 

„ ,,  „ Slaughter-houses  ... 

,,  ,,  ,,  Meat  Shops  ... 

„ ,,  ,,  Fish,  Fruit  and  Vegetables 

,,  „ ,,  Chip  Shops  ... 

„ ,,  „ Shops  Act  ... 

,,  ,,  ,,  Common  Lodging  Houses  and 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 

„ Visits  paid  to  Schools 
„ ,,  Market 

„ „ Houses  under  the  Housing  and 

Public  Health  Acts 


20 

104 
49 
40 

79 
351 
886 
888 

80 
339 

6 

9 

49 

105 
201 


Overcrowding 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. — continued. 

Xo.  of  lnsi)eclions  as  to  Drainage...  ...  ...  ...  31 

„ „ „ Stables  and  .Manure  Heaps  ...  49 

,,  „ ,,  Caravans  and  Van  Dwellers...  9 

„ M „ Ti])s  4 

„ „ Dig-  Styes 55 

,,  ,,  Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

3393 

I’reliminarv  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  278 

Statutory  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

PARTICULARS  OF  NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS 
REMEDIED  IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH  NOTICES. 

By  Owners. 

Defective  Ivoof,  Eavesgutter,  Downspouts,  etc....  ...  25 

Drains  cleansed  or  repaired...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Lead  Slop-])ipes  [)rovided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  Closets  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

.‘\shbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  192 

Defective  V'entilation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Yards  and  Passages  cleansed  or  repaired...  ...  ...  3 

Outbuildings,  etc.,  repaired 1 

Defective  Internal  Walls  or  Ceilings  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  Idxtures  and  Sett  Boilers  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dairy  and  iLirni  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Defective  b'loors  and  vStaircases  repaired  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  W.W.C.  repaired 6 

Defective  Window  Frames 2 

Smokey  Chimneys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  H 

Pointing,  etc.,  external  walls 2 

Damp  Internal  Walls  remedied  4 

Water  in  Cellar...  ...  ...  ...  ...  _ 2 

Stables  or  Manure  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Premises  with  Rats 6 

Dirty  Houses  cleansed  3 

Accumulation  of  Refuse  3 

Pig  Sty  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

hactory  and  Workshoj)  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

iMiscellaneous  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...“-  5 


331 

By  C.U.D.C. 

hresh  Water  Closets  Cleared  ...  ...  ...  __  30 

Waste  Water  C'losets  Cleared  ...  ...  ...  33 

Drainage  Cleared  ...  ... 


78 
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PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  ARE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 
COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES,  ETC. 

There  are  3 houses  of  this  type,  2 are  used  as  Weekly 
Lodgings,  1 as  a Common  Lodging  House. 

They  have  been  frequently  inspected  and  found  to  be  in  a 
fairly  clean  condition. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  now  8 private  slaughter  houses  in  the  District. 

Slaughterhouses  are  licensed  annually.  The  premises  are 
visited  at  irregular  intervals,  if  possible  when  slaughtering  is 
taking  place. 

All  slaughterhouses,  lairs  and  pens  were  kept  in  a satis- 
factory condition  during  the  year. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 
Factories. 


'I'herc  are  72  premises  which  come  under  this  designation. 


Boot,  Shoe  and  Clog  Repairers...  ...  ...  8 

Brickworks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Stockinette  Maker...  ...  ...  • ...  ...  1 

Cotton  Spinning  (Working)  ...  ...  ...  23 

Flock  Widowing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ironfounders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Joiners  and  Builders  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Laundries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Machinists  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Motor  Repair  Garages  ...  ...  3 

Printers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pork  IRitchery  and  Grocers  Plant  ...  ...  2 

Rope  Walks  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sand  Mill  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tinplate  Workers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wheelwrights  and  Shoeing  Forge  2 

Welder  (Acetylene)  ...  ...  1 

During  the  year  49  Inspections  were  made. 
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Workshops. 

'I'here  are  20  premises  coming  under  this  designation, 
viz : — 

bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

doggers  and  Shoemakers  ...  ...  ...  1 

Saddlers  ...  ..•  1 

Skijmiakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tailoring — Ladies’  and  Gent’s  ...  ...  ...  2 

'I'inplate  Workers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

botanical  Brewer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

During  the  year  40  Inspections  were  made. 


HOUSING. 

Number  of  New  Houses  Erected  during  the  Year. 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately 

under  (b)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  12 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  ...  ...  — 

(iii)  By  other  Bodies  and  Persons  ...  ...  22 

(h)  With  State  Assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  12 

(ii)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons  ...  ...  — 

I. — Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  Year. 

1.  (a)  'I'otal  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  the  Public 
Health  or  hlousing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  43 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  105 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing.  Consoli- 
dated Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  23 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  54 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unlit  for  human  habitation  ...  23 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  20 
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II. — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  Defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  IS 


111. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs... 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  ... 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  — 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  10 

2.  Number  of  dwxlling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 

suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  4 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936. 

1.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made — 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  which  Closing  Orders  were  deter- 
mined, the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit — 
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IV. — Housing  Act,  1936 — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  Dwellings  overcrowded 

at  the  end  of  the  year  8.3 

(ii)  Number  of  Families  dwelling  therein  ...  88 

(iii)  Number  of  Persons  dwelling  therein  ...  553 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  7 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 

relieved  during  the  year  52 

(ii)  Number  of  i)ersons  concerned  in  such  cases  338 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 
DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

The  following  are  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,  1926. 

Dairy  Farms 40 

Cowkeepers  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Diary-Men  who  are  registered  to  retail  Milk  ...  ...  8 

Farmers  from  adjoining  Districts  retailing  Milk 

in  Crompton  22 

During  the  year  79  visits  were  paid  to  the  Dairies, 
Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  within  the  District. 


19 


MILK. 


SUMMARY  OF  MILK  EXAMINATIONS  DURING  1937. 


Sam- 

ple 

No. 

Cultivation 

of 

Bacteria 
at  37°  in 

48  hrs. 
per  l.cc 

Bacillus  Coli 
present  in 

1 Cells  and 

I Cellular 
j Products 
in  parts 

1 per 

100,000 

i Extr’neous 
Material, 
Dirt,  etc  , 
in  parts 
per 

100.000 

Tubercle 

Bacilli 

l.Occ 

0.  Icc 
of  3 
tubes 

0.0 Icc 
of  3 
J4ubes 

248 

82,000 

+ 

— 

— 

15 

2 

T.  B.  Found 

9 

20  * 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Trace 

Non’  Found 

250 

124,000  * 

4- 

3 

42 

Trace 

T.B.  Found 

1 

25,400 

4- 

3 

3 

31 

Ti  ace 

None  Found 

2 

15,500 

4- 

2 

— 

23 

3 

1 1 

3 

47,500  • 

4- 

3 

3 

25 

Trace 

1 J 

4 

75,500 

4- 

3 

3 

31 

Trace 

.1 

5 

54,500  * 

4- 



16 

Trace 

If 

6 

94,000 

+ 

— 

— 

10 

3 

7 

52,500 

4- 

2 

14 

2 

f f 

8 

1,440,000 

4- 

3 

3 

— 

,, 

9 

15,633 

4- 

1 

9 

3 

f y 

260 

135,500 

4- 

1 

2 

T r.'ice 

1 

164,500 

4- 

3 



13 

Trace 

y y 

2 

40,500  * 

4- 

— 

— 

5 

Trace 

y y 

3 

87,000  • 

4- 

— 

— 

Trace 

4 

y y 

4 

19,000  * 

4- 

2 

— 

8 

8 

y t 

5 

215,000 

4- 

+ 

+ 

4 

y y 

6 

15,500 

— 

— 

— 

10 

y y 

7 

29,000 

4- 

3 

3 

— 

2 

> y 

8 

14,500 

4- 

1 

— 

16 

— 

y » 

9 

315,000 

4- 

3 

3 

2 

2 

Not  Examined 

270 

795,000  * 

4- 

3 

3 

5 

— 

T.B.  Found 

1 

30,000 

4- 

2 



1 

1 

Not  Examined 

2 

30,050 

4- 

1 

— 

2 

2 

None  Found 

3 

22,967 

4- 

3 

1 

12 

Trace 

T.  14.  Found 

4 

460 

4- 

— 

— 

20 

T race 

None  Found 

5 

3,800 

4- 

1 

— 

6 

Trace 

Not  Examined 

6 

430,000 

4- 

3 

3 

2 

Trace 

None  Found 

7 

18,200  ‘ 

— 

— 

— 

8 

5 

8 

254,000  * 

4- 

3 

— 

10 

T race 

9 

420,000 

4- 

— 

— 

Trace 

— 

280 

2,070 

— 

— 

T race 

— 

y y 

1 

96,000  * 

4- 

,2 

1 

17 

— 

yy 

2 

105,000  * 

4- 

2 

66 

Trace 

yy 

3 

233,000 

+ 

3 

3 ! 

20 

Trace 

y y 

*Oiit  District  Supply.  Action  is  taken  to  improve  the 
milk  where  necessary. 

Milk  containing  extraneous  matter,  etc.,  over  6 parts  per 
100,000  is  treated  as  unclean  milk. 

All  Farmers  are  supplied  with  a copy  of  the  Examination 
Certificate  with  suggestions  typed  at  the  foot. 

Four  samples  showed  the  presence  of  Tubercle 
Bacilli.  The  cows  affected  were  traced,  three  cows  being 
destroyed. 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  INSPECTION. 

During  the  year  visits  were  paid  to  the  Market  Ground, 
Slaughterhouses,  Meat  Shops,  Bakehouses  and  places  where 
food  is  prepared  for  sale. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  food  destroyed : 


Total  amount  surrendered : 

(a)  'I'liberculosis,  3 carcases 
„ 2 parts  .. 


lbs. 

1480 

74 


(b)  Diseased,  unsound,  etc.,  other  than  (a) — 

1 part  9 


(c)  Other  Food  Stuffs 


There  were  no  prosecutions. 


Total  ...  1563 


I 

BAKEHOUSES.  ’ 


There  were  27  Bakehouses  on  the  Register.  During  the 
year  59  inspections  were  made,  and  the  premises  found  to  be 
in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 
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SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

This  Act  is  administered  by  the  County  Police  Authorities 
who  have  courteously  given  me  the  following  particulars 
for  1937:— 


NO.  OF 
SAMPLES  i 

purchased' 

Articles 

PURCHASED 

analyst’s  report 

ACTION  TAKEN 

(if  any) 

30 

Milk 

Genuine 

None 

1 

Minced  Meat 

9 9 

1 

Gravy  Browning 

» > 

9 9 

1 i 

Margarine 

9 9 

1 

Camphorated  Oil 

99 

1 i 

Borax 

9 » 

1 

Pork  Pies 

99 

1 

Sardines 

9 9 

1 1 

Flour 

9 9 

Potted  Meat 

y y 

9 9 

1 i 

Goblin  Pudding 

,, 

9 9 

1 ; 

Pickles 

9 9 

41  1 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

(OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  1937. 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria 

... 

5 

1 

Scarlet  I'ever 

15 

11 

— 

I’neumonia  ... 

12 

— 

— 

Ihierperal  Pyrexia  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Other  diseases  notified  locally: — 

Measles 

...  248 

1 

— 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

63 

. . — 

— 

For  analysis  of  total  cases  and  deaths  under  the  different 
ag-e  groups  for  the  above  diseases,  see  'fables  ('  and  D at  the 
end  of  Report  (compiled  from  Local  Records). 

Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1937. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

.Ajje  I’eriods 

I’nhnonary 

Non- 

Piilinonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pidmonary 

M 

!•' 

M 

I' 

V 

.\I 

F 

0—  1 

1—  5 

... 

5—10 

2 

10—15 

1 

1 

15—20 

1 

2 

. . . 

. . . 

20-25 

1 

1 

1 

1 

25— 35 

1 

1 

2 

35-45 

1 

... 

3 

45—55 

1 

... 

1 

1 

55—65 

... 

... 

65  and  upwards 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

4 

8 

2 

G 

2 

— 

— 

I 

1 

1 

9 

10 

8 

Non-notified  I'uhcrciilosis  Leaths,  nil. 


The  notificaticm  of  'fuberculosis  in  this  District  is  vcrv 
.satisfactory. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TUBERCULOSIS  OFFICER 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1937. 

During  the  year  1937,  20  notifications  of  i)atients  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  were  received.  Of  these,  9 were  notified 
as  suff'ering  from  tubercusosis  of  the  lungs,  10  from  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  one  combined  case. 

Of  the  9 pulmonary  cases,  8 were  found  to  have  tubercle 
bacilli  in  the  sputum,  and  in  one  case  the  sputum  was  not 
examined. 

Of  the  combined  case  the  sputum  was  not  examined. 

The  10  non-pulmonary  cases  are  classified  as  follows: — 
Glands,  6;  Abdomen,  1;  Abcesses,  3. 

3 of  the  notified  cases  died  during  the  year  (2  pulmonary, 
one  combined). 

18  of  the  cases  applied  for  treatment.  In  the  remaining 
2 cases  no  application  was  made  for  the  following  reasons : — 
Died  immediately  after  notification,  2. 

Of  the  patients  who  applied  for  treatment  5 were  sent 
to  Sanatoria,  1 to  Pulmonary  PTospital,  and  3 to  General 
Hospital.  The  remaining  9 cases  were  under  dispensary 
supervision  only. 

Tn  addition  to  the  notified  cases,  a number  of  patients 
are  sent  to  the  Dispensary  for  diagnosis.  During  the  year, 
42  new  cases  were  sent  for  diagnosis  by  the  doctors,  School 
Medical  Officers,  etc. 

1'he  number  of  re-attendances  of  old  patients  at  the 
Dis])ensary  for  supervision  and  arrangements  for  treatment 
was  205. 

Sj^ecial  enquiries  are  made  as  to  the  health  of  other 
inmates  of  the  house  where  there  are  patients  suffering  from 
definite  tuberculosis,  and  13  of  these  contacts  were  examined 
during  the  year. 

Tn  supervision  and  visiting,  special  attention  is  paid  to 
(^pen  cases,  i.e.,  cases  were  tubercle  bacilli  are  present  or 
have  been  found  in  the  sputum.  On  the  1st  January,  1937, 
there  were  28  such  cases  known  to  be  living  in  the  district. 
On  the  31st  December,  1937,  there  were  27  positive  cases 
living.  These  figures  include  quiescent  and  arrested  cases. 

4 of  the  positive  cases  died  during  the  year.  • 

2 positive  cases  removed  from  the  district  during  the 
year. 
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'I'he  condition  as  to  isolation  of  the  positive  cases  -was  as 
follows : — 

Separate  Room  ...  ...  20 

Separate  Bed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Unable  to  have  Separate  Bed  ...  ...  ...  3 

16  of  the  positive  cases  were  in  Institution  for  treatment 
and  isolation  at  some  time  during  the  year. 

'I'he  number  of  ])ositive  cases  living  at  31st  December, 
1937,  who  had  tubercle  bacilli  in  the  S])utum  during  1937  was 
15.  'I'he  other  12  had  either  negative  or  no  si)utum. 

Of  the  15  cases  who  had  tubercle  bacilli  in  the  sputum 
during  1937,  8 had  separate  room,  2 had  separate  bed,  1 was 
unable  to  have  se]iarate  bed,  and  4 were  in  Institution  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

38  specimens  of  sputum  were  examined  at  the  Ashton 
Laboratory  during  the  year.  Of  these,  8 were  positive,  and 
30  were  negative. 

During  the  year  1937,  16  cases  were  discharged  from 


Institutions  as  follows  : — 

Sanatoria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pulmonary  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

General  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Orthopaedic  Hospital  2 


Non-pulmonary  Sanatoria 
Skin  Hospital 


d'he  results  on  discharge  were  as  follows: — 

Quiescent  or  arrested  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Improved  10 

I.S.Q 2 

Worse 1 

Died  2 

Diagnosis  not  confirmed  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


During  the  year  there  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
where  the  cases  had  not  been  notified  previously. 

G.  FLE'rCHER, 

Consultant  'I'uberculosis  Officer. 


25 


INFANT  WELFARE. 
Crompton  Urban  District. 


Births  notified  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

Breast  Fed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Breast  and  Bottle  Fed  ...  ...  ...  13 

Bottle  Fed  ...  ...  ...  27 

Physical  condition  of  children  born : — 

Healthy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

Premature  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Very  Frail  ...  ...  ...  8 

Died  before  Visiting  ...  ...  ...  3 

Stillborn  ...  ...  ...  ...  “...  5 


108 


Visits  paid  to  Children  under  1 year  ...  434 

Visits  paid  to  Children  of  1 to  5 years  ...  153 

Visits  paid  to  Expectant  Mothers  ...  10 


777 


M.  F. 

Registered  Births...  54  54  ...  108 

Crompton  Babies  born  out  of  District  ...  59 

Number  of  times  the  Centre  was  open...  49 
Number  of  Attendances  ...  ...  ...  3463 

Average  Attendances  ...  71 

Attendances  of  Children  under  1 year  ...  2275 

Attendances  of  Children  1 year  and  over  1188 

Number  of  Children  on  the  Books  under  1 year...  177 

Number  of  Children  on  the  Books  from  1 — 2 years  96 

Number  of  Children  on  the  Books  over  2 years  ...  74 

• 

Number  of  Individual  Children  examined  by  Medical 

Officer  at  Crompton  Child  Welfare  Centre  ...  282 

Number  of  Expectant  Mothers  examined  by  Medical 

Officer  at  Crompton  Child  Welfare  Centre  ...  20 

Supply  of  I'ood  and  IMilk : — 

7486  Quarts  of  Milk. 

283  lbs.  of  Dried  Milk. 

25  lbs.  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Malt. 
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TABLE  A. 

Vital  Statistics  of  the  whole  District  during  1937. 
and  Previous  Years. 


Year 

1 

Population  estimated  to  Middle 
of  each  year 

Births 

Total  Deaths 
Registered 
ill  tlie 
District 

’ 

T raiis- 
ferable 

Nett  Death. 

3 

he 

Nett 

^ Of  Non-residents  _ 

Registered  in  the  District  ^ 

^ Of  Residents  not  C 

Registered  in  the  District  “ 

Di 

strict 

Under  1 
year  of  age 

At  all 
Ages 

Number 

Rate 

c/>  Number 

(V 

rt 

6 

VO  Number 

Rate  per  1,000 
Nett  Births 

^ Number 

V 

a: 

12 

1925 

15160 

223 

14.7 

162 

10.6 

... 

61 

23 

103 

232 

15.3 

1926 

14990 

209 

13.9 

139 

9.27 

1 

58 

18 

86 

196 

13.0 

1927 

14890 

223 

14.9 

136 

9.1 

... 

70 

13 

58 

206 

13.8 

1928 

15000 

195 

13.0 

109 

7.2 

... 

63 

13 

66 

172 

11.4 

1929 

15150 

218 

14.3 

167 

11,0 

71 

28 

128 

238 

14.3 

1930 

15150 

168 

11.0 

140 

9.2 

1 

63 

6 

35 

202 

13.3 

1931 

14950 

203 

13.5 

120 

8.02 

1 

69  ' 

1 

10 

49 

188 

12.5 

1932 

14700 

183 

12.4 

lie 

7.9 

1 

69 

14 

76 

184 

12.5 

1933 

14560 

162 

11.1 

126 

8.6 

3 

80  1 

10 

61 

203 

13.9 

1934 

14230 

159 

11.1 

108 

7.6 

68 

12 

75 

176 

12.3 

1935 

14060 

157 

11.1 

154 

9.5 

... 

79 

8 

50 

213 

15.1 

1936 

13780 

157 

11  3 

144 

10  5 

3 

1 

67 

7 

44 

208 

15.0 

1937 

13430 

168 

12.5 

134 

9.9 

3 

78 

11 

71 

209 

15.5 

Note. — Comparability  factor,  1.15,  which  makes  1937  adjusted 
death  rate  = 17.8  per  1000. 
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TABLE  B. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified  During 
the  Year  1937. 


Nu.mber 

OF  Cases 

Notified 

o 

-c 

a; 

S 

0 o 

U 

Notifiable 

Diseases 

A 

t ^ 

Lge 

S— 

-Y 

£ar 

s 

> 

o 

E 

n!  '*■ 

.t;  •o 

> 

<u 

be 

< 

n 

< 

U 

V 

*2 

D 

C^l 

o 

to 

o 

(N 

-1- 

o 

to 

to 

0 

o 

o 

w 

to 

to 

o 

o 

O 

<N 

0 

•w 

■-0 

to 

to 

0 

w 

o 

cs 

to 

0 

to 

to 

to 

VO 

o 

to 

CA 

TJ 

u 

a 

3 

to 

VO 

U 

w 

V 

C/J 

0 5 
5 S' 

O O 

HE 

® 2 
^ 5 Si 

C ’v- 

CO  -Jo 

CO  w 

2 Q 

js  CO 

Q H •£ 

Smallpox  

Scarlet  Fever 

1 5 

2 

1 

2 

7 

2 

1 

11 

Diphtheria  

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

1 

Fnterir  

... 

P.hirWenpov  

63 

3 

4 

6 

4 

11 

33 

2 

Afeasles  

248 

6 

16 

29 

34 

43 

117 

2 

1 

1 

Pnerneral  Fever 

„ Pyrexia  ... 

Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  

1 

1 

Frysipelas  

Pneumonia  

12 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

5 

Malaria  

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 
Acute  Poliomyelitis... 

Acute 

Polio-encephalitis  .. 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica  

• 

Whooping  Cough 

Typhus  Fever 

Relapsing  Fever 

Continued  

Trench  „ 

Dysentry  

Totals... 

344 

9 

20 

38 

39 

57 

159 

8 

3 

4 

2 

5 

17 

1 

Isolation  Hospitals  (Name  and  Situation) — Chadderton, 
Royton  and  Crompton  Joint,  Cinder  Hill,  Chadderton,  (Small 
Pox  only)  ; Oldham  Corporation  Hospital,  Westhulme,  Old- 
ham, 

Sanatoria — The  various  Sanatoria  under  the  Lancashire 
County  Council. 


TABLE  C. 

Causes  of  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1937. 


Calses  ok  Death 

^ Nett  Dt 

r 

;aths  at  tl 
occurin 

le  su 
g wit 

bjoined  aj 
hin  or  wit 

^es  of  “ I' 
hout  the 

Residents  ” wh( 
District. 

ither 

All 

Ages 

Under  1 

Year 

1 & under 

2 years 

2 & under 

3 years 

3 & under 

4 years 

4 & under 

5 years 

5 & under 

1 0 years 

10  & under 

15  vears 

15  & under 

20  vears 

20  & under 

35  vears 

_ 1 

35  & under  I 

45  vears 

45  & under 

65  vears 

65  and  up- 

wards 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

/ 

8 

9 

1 

10 

11 

1 12 

13 

14 

All  Causes 

Enteric  Fever 

Smallpox  

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria  

Influenza  

Encephalitis  lethargica 
Meningococcal 

meningitis  

Tuberculosis  of 
respiratory  system.. 
Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases  

Cancer,  Malignant 

Disease  

Rheumatic  Fever 

Diabetes  

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

etc 

Heart  Disease 

Arterio-sclerosis  

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia  (all  forms). 
Other  respiratory 

diseases  

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or 

duodenum  

Diarrhoea,  etc., 

(under  2 years) 

Appendicitis  and 

Typhlitis  

Cirrhosis  of  Liver.... 
Acute  and  Chronic 

Nephritis  

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  accidents  and 
diseases  of  pregnancy 

and  parturition 

Congenital  debility.... 
Malformations, 
Premature  Birth,  etc. 

Suicide  

Other  deaths  from 

violence  

Other  defined  disease.. 

1 

1 

12 

8 

27 

1 

18 

34 

13 

22 

13 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

5 

1 

5 

41 
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4 

5 

2 

1 

1 
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• • •♦ 

1 

1 

... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

. . . 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

... 

1 

2 

4 

8 

2 

9 

11 

4 

3 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

6 

5 

3 

17 

15 

22 

2 

14 

3 

2 

1 

30 

Totals 

209 

11 

4 

... 

... 

1 

3 

1 

1 

8 

15 

51 

114 

29 


TABLE  D. 

Infant  Mortality  during  the  Year  1937. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages 
Under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Causes  of  Death 

^ 1 Under  1 week  | 

„ 1 1 — 2 weeks  | 

w 
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<U 

?: 

to 

1 

tN 

1 

: : 1 3 — 4 weeks  1 
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ALL  CAUSES— 

Certified  

5 

2 

2 

... 

2 

11 
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1 
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C.hirlcpn  Pnv  

Measles  

1 

1 

Srarlet  Pever 
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K.rvsinelas 

T'liHprrnlnQiQ  A/f  pnincrifiQ 

1 

AHHnminnl  ^iiKpmilnQiQ 
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T .arvncrif-ic 

Rronrhitis  

1 

1 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms^  

1 

1 

2 

1 

F)iq  rrhnpji 

ri-astro-P.nteriti*; 

. 

R iplrpf  Q 

Tniiirv  at  Rirth 

Atelertasis 

Conienital  Malformation 

Premature  Birth  

Atrophy  Dehility  and  Marasmus  ... 

3 

... 

1 

. . . 

4 

... 

1 

5 

Other  Causes  

3 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 
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